
NELL STEEDSMAN AWARD

Born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Nell’s weaving career began in 1952 in Leamington, Ontario with a beginners weaving 
course. Reading all books available at that time and taking every workshop possible, by 1959, Nell had earned 

the GCW Master Weaver Certificate with a thesis which resulted in her first book, “Patterns on a Plain Weave”. She 
won many prizes in shows in Alberta and Ontario. In addition, she authored two Workshop Series, one of which was in 
collaboration with Winnifred Mooney.

As well as being an active member in the Leamington community and a charter member of both the Leamington Weavers Guild 
and the Ontario Handweavers & Spinners, Nell was President of the GCW from 1967-1971 and was in charge of the GCW Tests 
until 1994. She administered the Tests which entailed a great deal of paperwork and coordination. Nell often acted as mentor for 
the candidates.

“What I consider the most important thing about handweaving is that it offers something for everyone who wants to pursue it, 
whether the weaver is interested in placemats or tapestries, weaving for sale or weaving for fun, using a frame loom, two or four- 
or multiple-frame ...In other words, we can all ‘do our own thing’.”
Such a philosophy will encourage all those who love to weave. The Award has been developed in recognition of Nell’s lifelong 
commitment and support of the Guild of Canadian Weavers.

Grateful acknowledgment of the articles written by Kathy McClosky -OHS, vol.32-2, 1989 and Jo Parsons -GCW, vol. 38-1, 
1995; is given in developing this short profile of Nell Steedsman

THE GUILD OF CANADIAN WEAVERS NELL STEEDSMAN AWARD

The Guild of Canadian Weavers Nell Steedsman Award honours excellence in quality of handweaving.  The Award is offered 
by the Guild of Canadian Weavers for work that has been entered in a Regional Juried Exhibition that includes weaving.  The 
recipient of the GCW Nell Steedsman Award will receive a one-year membership to the Guild of Canadian Weavers and a 
Certificate of Recognition.  The maximum number of Awards given in a year would be ten; eight in even numbered years.  The 
number of Awards can be revised at the discretion of the Board.  It is recognized that these regional shows and conferences can 
also change over time.

ELIGIBILITY

• The Regional Exhibition where the Guild of Canadian Weavers Nell Steedsman Award may be presented must be juried.
• The handwoven item(s) selected to receive the Award: should show originality and creativity should, while demonstrating 
artistry, conform to its end use and function should be of the highest technical standards.
• A guild that is having a juried show at a weaving event, as long as the above criteria is met.
• The Award is open to weavers both inside and outside the GCW membership.
• The Award will be made available to any Show or Conference in the five regions of Canada with Juried Exhibits:

Pacific North West & Yukon Biennial (odd years) - Association of Northwest Weavers Guilds spring
Includes: B.C. Alberta, Saskatchewan,
Washington, Oregon, N. California, Montana, and Idaho

Prairies & NWT   Annual   - Handweavers, Spinners & Dyers of Alberta spring
    Annual   - Peace Country Spinners and Weavers  fall
    Annual   - Evergreen Spinners and Weavers  fall
    Annual   - Saskatchewan Crafts Council

Ontario     Biennial (odd years) - Ontario Handweavers & Spinners  spring
    Biennial (even years) - Wasoon  (Northern Guilds)   spring
    Annual   - Five Counties  (South West Region)  fall

Quebec    Association des Tisserands du Quebec     spring

Atlantic   Atlantic Spinners & Handweavers      fall

For more information you may visit: www.gcw.ca/scholarships
Or contact GCW Secretary, Beverley Lickers: aw653@sympatico.ca


